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Secondary Traverse; U. S. Coast and Geodetic Survey, 1919 During the early part of 1917 the United States Coast
and Geodetic Survey started work on a system of precise traverse lines in Georgia and Florida, which have since
been extended into other States along the Atlantic coast. This work was called for by the Corps of Engineers of
the United States Army to give the necessary primary control for various military maps in that section of the
country. Traverse was used instead of triangulation as the general lay of the land and the prevalence of high
timber would have made high scaffold signals necessary to give clear lines for triangulation. The traverse lines
followed the railroads, and so required but little signal building or cutting of timber. Although traverse has been
used in place of triangulation by the United States Coast and Geodetic Survey at various times in the past it has
never been used on so large a scale as in the recent work. The methods employed in the work were largely
experimental at first, but they have been gradually changed and improved until they have become practically
standard. It has been thought advisable to publish these general instructions in order to preserve the knowledge
that has been gained, to standardize any future field work as much as possible, and to prevent the continued
use of any methods which have been found inefficient or unwise. When a precise traverse is to be run over
country roads or along beaches, separate instructions supplementing these general instructions will be issued
to the officer in charge of the general operations. Changes...
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