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Paperback. Book Condition: New. Not Signed; Who are we? Where do we come from? What formed us? Why are
we as we are now? Today's world is amorphous and inexplicable without an idea of the past, including the
most ancient, its prehistory. Mary Chubb's City in the Sand , reprinted after 42 years, is about a dig (and several
peripheral others) in Iraq in 1932, sandwiched between much shorter accounts of vigorous walking in Greece
and Crete with other archaeological friends before and after it. Poignant thoughts arise of then and now in Iraq
when she writes, The country was at peace, and a good man was king . Westerners, welcomed and given
concessions to dig in certain areas, could plan well ahead and find skilled local labour. As secretary to the
Director of the dig, Hans Frankfort, a Dutchman she greatly admired, Mary Chubb was part of an international
group funded by the University of Chicago as part of a vast plan of archaeological discovery in the Middle East,
stretching forward into the late thirties. For what became a group not just of colleagues but of friends, it was a
time of excitement and intellectual richness, shared and therefore doubled. The main task was the discovery
with what seems miraculous skill and luck of Eshnunna, an ancient vassal city of Ur, and its complex
uncovering - horizontal layers of building, thirty foot down, sorted into their periods, combed in minutest detail.
It was heady work. Seals with which merchants marked their wares told, for instance, how goods had arrived
there from India much earlier than anyone had thought; statues identified ancient gods; inscriptions, ancient
rulers. Beautiful jewellery, beads, metalware, pottery, tools, artefacts of all sorts testified to the sophisticated
civilization which had ruled there. It was dizzyingly exciting, the...
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