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Marine mineral resources -- United States. Excerpt: . . . 8 Marine Minerals: Exploring Our New Ocean
FrontierTHE EEZ IN PERSPECTIVE MINERAL RESOURCES OF compared to alternative sources of supply for most
mineral commodities. However, onshore mineral The economic potential for seabed min-deposits are finite,
and, given suDicient economic ing at this time is not favorable when incentives, even the higher cost seabed
mineral de-compared to alternative sources of sup-posits may become commercially viable - and per-ply for
most mineral commodities. haps attractive later. Investment in seabed exploration and ocean min-ing
technology should be considered a long-term venture. Its value cannot be gauged against either Knowledge
about marine geology has steadily current economic conditions or present mineral de-accumulated in recent
years. Such knowledge has mand. In the past, even short-term demand pro-enabled scientists to revise their
theories about the jections for mineral and energy resources have formation of some types of mineral deposits
and widely missed their marks. There is little reason to better predict where new deposits might be to believe
that supply and demand relationships will found. For instance, many continental features and be any more
predictable in the future. Todays mineral deposits were formed on or beneath the overcapacity in many sectors
of the minerals indus-seabed. By studying the formation of mineral de-try may give way to increased demand
as popula-posits on the oceanfloor, earth scientists are better tions expand and global economic growth
resumes. able to understand geology on land. In...
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