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ECPR Press, United Kingdom, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 155 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.As well as promoting debates about liberal democracy, the dramatic
events of 1989 also brought forth a powerful revival in the interest of the notion of civil society. This revival was
reflected mainly in two broad tracts of literature. The first was primarily focused on the events surrounding the
Solidarity movement in Poland and the tumultuous events of 1980-81. The second was concerned with the
Velvet Revolutions more broadly. Following the events of 1989, there appeared a number of works sharing the
common central argument that civil society played a key role in the overthrow of these Communist regimes in
1989. Civil Society in Communist Eastern Europe presents three broad arguments, all of which reject the way
civil society has been applied in the analysis of opposition and dissent in totalitarian Czechoslovakia, the GDR
and Poland. First, it argues that the totalitarian nature of the Soviet-type regimes means that it was not possible
for a genuine civil society to exist. Second, the civil society paradigm, as it has been applied to opposition and
dissent in Soviet-type regimes in Eastern Europe, lacks analytical rigour.Third, the book argues that the
dominant liberal interpretation of dissenting opposition in Soviet-type regimes is both politically and morally
flawed. In this feisty and original book, Matt Killingsworth argues strongly against the conventional view of civil
society s role in bringing down Communism in Europe, arguing that the concept of a totalitarian public sphere
better describes developments in the late-Communist era. This book will lead to renewed controversy on what
civil society is and what its role - if any - was in late-Communist societies. - Professor Leslie Holmes, School of
Social and Political...
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