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first is that what our distinguished judicial witness did is extremely important; in meeting this Committee under
your guidance to begin this evaluation of the relationship be-tween the incredible outpouring of technology
and the fact that our laws sometimes are not keeping up with it. In addition, we have the problem of not being
able to anticipate what new technology is coming out in the first place, so it is a sort of built-in problem. Do we
try to process the congressional role in the normal way, or do we try to anticipate what is going to hap-pen But
I think the basic thing that Judge Smith has pointed out and that reinforces the importance of this hearing is
that the courts are in disarray themselves, and understandably so. We have been look-ing at the 1986 law, and
essentially it was created to govern law enforcement access to electronic and wire communications. It cre-ated
diGerent standards, some that are very high - what is a super warrant, anyway, for wiretapping - and some
that are very low. What is a subpoena for telephone toll records And so this law, written before the technology
existed, has un-derstandable problems. But it is to the credit of this Committee that we have embarked on this
discussion. This is the second of a series, and it sure wont be the last. And it is in this spirit that I commend all
five of you distin-guished witnesses, experts, in coming here to help...
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