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Democracy, Human Rights and Governance. The launch occurred just over a year after Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton and USAID Administrator Rajiv Shah released the first-ever U. S. Quadrennial Diplomacy and
Development Review (QDDR). The QDDR explicitly tasked USAID with establishing the DRG Center as the
primary means of elevating and integrating democracy, human rights and governance within the agencys
overall development portfolio. USAID Missions and the Washington-based DRG Center have a noble and
challenging mandate captured in USAIDs Vision Statement: To accelerate the advance of democracy,
prosperity and human well-being in developing countries. The DRG Center has a further defined mission
statement to advance democracy, human rights and governance for the sake of political freedom, while
contributing to socioeconomic progress and overall developmental resilience by integrating DRG across all
sectors. The DRG Center organizes its work to achieve the three following strategic objectives: 1) Learn: Increase
knowledge concerning the global advancement of DRG; 2) Serve: Improve the quality and impact of DRG
technical assistance to the field; and 3) Influence: Elevate the role of DRG in key USAID, USG and multilateral
strategies, policies and budgets. With a strong emphasis on rigorous learning, the DRG Center will promote and
support evidence-based DRG programming. This Users Guide to DRG Programming has been crafted to serve
as a fundamental reference tool for USAID Missions and Bureaus to utilize in pursuit of advancing democracy,
human rights and good governance. This Guide outlines the structure and breadth of the DRG Centers technical
expertise, as well as the DC-based DRG cadre. The Guide catalogs the funding and implementing mechanisms
that may be accessed through...
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