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TOWNSEND PRIZE ESSAYS. THE ELOQUENCE OF REVOLUTIONS. BY CHARLES G. GAME, BOXTON, ME. However
difficult it may be to define eloquence, its end is perfectly manifest--it is to sway men; not to please them, not to
instruct, not to arouse in them the sentiments of justice and truth--but simply to sway them in accordance with
the will of the speaker. This is accomplished by bringing the minds of his audience, as nearly as possible, into
the same state with the orator s, leading them to think as he thinks or pretends to think, to feel as he feels or
affects to feel, in short, to adopt the conclusions which he himself either honestly or designedly maintains at the
time. The facilities to such a result must be sought in three sources--the only sources of true eloquence-- in the
man, the subject, and in the occasion But as we propose to consider the eloquence of a definite era, rather than
investigate its nature in general, it is proper that particular attention should be given to the influence of the
occasion. In ordinary periods, while human affairs wore a busy but every-day aspect, we have recognized the
usual exercise of eloquence under the two forms of logic and address based on mingled argument and feeling;
no third kind, springing from mere passion, has ever appeared worthy of the name. The power of the logician
is...
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