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illustrated. 1910 edition. Excerpt: . . . by the roadside and in the orchards or the woods. Two hungry-looking
mechanics begged help of him. He gave them each a shilling and went on. The nearer shore of the quiet
Schuylkill was lined with tents. Over the middleferry floating bridge came endlessly all manner of vehicles
packed with scared people, the continuous drift from town of all who could afford to fly, a pitiful sight in the
closing day. Beyond the river were more tents and half-starved families. At dusk, as he went eastward on
Market Street, there were fewer people, and beyond Sixth Street almost none. The taverns were closed.
Commerce was at an end. Turning south, he crossed the bridge over Dock Creek at Second Street and was soon
in a part of the city where death and horror had left only those whom disease, want of means, or some
stringent need, forbade to leave their homes. Twenty-four thousand then or later fled the town. A gallant few
who could have gone, stayed from a sense of duty. Exposure at night was said to be fatal, so that all who could
were shut up indoors, or came out in fear only to feed with pitch and fence palings the fires kindled in the
streets which were supposed to give protection, but were forbidden later. A canopy u of rank tar-smoke hung
over the town and a dull, ruddy glow from these many fires. Grass grew in the roadway of the...
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